
Minutes of Athelstaneford Hall Committee AGM Held in the Village hall at
7.30pm on Tuesday 26th January 2016

1.  Welcome - 
 Revd Joanne Evans- Boiten welcomed everyone who had come along  to the 2016 AGM 

2. In Attendance -
In the chair – Revd Joanne Evans-Boiten, Treasurer Mr Alastair Miller, acting Secretary Mrs 
Emily Armatage. 
Trustees – Alan Craig 
Committee Members – Chris Brace, Stephanie  & Malcolm Duncan, 
Rod Mair, Irene Pow, John Reid, Harald Vox,  & Sheila Williamson.
Community attendees -  Colin Armatage, Jane Brand, Russell Calder, Emily Cotter, 
Norah Craig,  Helen Crawford, Ron Crawford, Krysia Campbell,  David Hamilton,  
Haig Hamilton,  A Macrae, M McFarlane,  Emma Mackenzie, Lorna Mortis, Ken Page,  
Dorothie Reilly, Pat Robinson & Savina Tropea.

3. Apologies – Catriona McKinnon 

4. Minutes of AGM held on the 27th January 2015 
These were accepted as correct 
Proposed by Norah Craig & Seconded by Pat Robinson 

5. Matters Arising -
5.1. -  The potholes at the entry to the hall were filled in February 2015.
5.2. – Village Photographs – Alastair Miller & Chris Brace has started collecting photographs 
of the village which have been donated by Alan Craig & David Robinson.  
Chris Brace agreed to place a selection of the photos on the village website. 
 (Completed by 1st February)
A framed collection of photos is envisaged for display in the small hall.

6. Committee Members Appointments- 
Diana Simcock resigned from the committee during the year.
Malcom Duncan, Chris Brace Harald Vox & Emily Armatage are due to step down. Malcolm, 
Chris & Harald are all eligible to stand again and indicated their willingness to do so.
It was noted by Alistair Miller that a strict interpretation should be adhered to and as Emily 
Armatage no longer resides in the Parish of Athelstaneford Emily would not be eligible to 
remain a full committee member even though she is a member of the WRI who are regular 
hall users.
There were thus two vacancies
 Both Russell Calder, Kilduff Farm, Athelstaneford, North Berwick , EH39 5BD 
russell@kilduff,co.uk  (01620880584) &  Emily Cotter Kilduff Farm Athelstaneford 
North Berwick EH39 5BD madamecotter@gmail.com  (01620880 215) 
expressed an interest in becoming members. 
There being no other nominations the following members were formally accepted  as 
committee members for a three year term of office  - Malcolm Duncan, Harald Vox, 
Chris Brace, Russell Calder & Emily Cotter.

The members present were asked to nominate a secretary but no one was willing to take on 
this role. 
The committee will formally appoint someone from the committee at their next meet
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Revd Joanne Evans-Boiten thanked Emily Armatage for standing in as acting secretary 
following Diana Simcock’s resignation. 

7. Accounts – 
The treasurer Alastair Miller presented the accounts for the year 2015. 
He explained that electricity costs appear to have increased, but this was due more to the way
the regular direct debit payments were structured rather than the actual cost of energy used.
(Subsequent to the meeting he has arranged to switch supplier with prospective reduction of 
about 25% in cost)
He also mentioned that the various maintenance works had been carried out: the 2 doors & 
some of the windows were replaced & painted, exterior painting was done, the main hall had 
been painted & a new carpet had been laid in the small hall. 
There is more painting required in the toilets & the small hall & the main hall floor needs 
resurfaced.  (Efforts will be made to obtain outside funding for the floor refurbishment) 
All these tasks will be carried out during the summer months when the hall is not being used 
by the school pupils.  .
There had been no fund raising events to report that were organised by the hall committee 
The Community Coffee mornings have been stopped through lack of support from the 
community so this is a source of income that will be lost.
Alastair advised that the following increased charges had been agreed by the committee and 
which would help to cover the continuing upkeep of the hall.
£9.00 per for all local users & £12.00 for those outside the area. 
The electricity charges would remain the same 17p per unit used.
This would take effect from the 1st April. 
The accounts were accepted as correct &  were proposed by Alan Craig & seconded by 
Helen Crawford 
Alastair intimated that he  has been unable to get funding from the Common Good Fund for 
the repairs to the notice board as Athelstaneford was not covered by this but he had been 
given some other contacts to try. 

8. Repairs & Maintenance 
The costings were covered under the treasurer’s report.
Suggestions were put forward to improve the appearance of the hall to appeal to a wider 
audience such as hooks to hang items on & improvements to the staging & mend the broken
door frames where the tables are stored.
It was suggested to contact an interior designer for ideas on how to make the hall a more 
attractive venue.
The committee agreed to take those suggestions on board. 

9. AOCB 
The Revd Joanne Evans- Boiten thanked Alastair for the work he has carried out during the 
year also for putting together & presenting the final accounts. 
Thanks were given to Irene Pow who faithfully takes care of the hall bookings.
Joanne also thanked the faithful band of ladies who provided all the delicious baking for the 
Community Coffee morning & for the AGM itself and thanked Emily for acting as secretary for
the past few months. 

10. Date of the next AGM was set as 31st January 2017 
 



Minutes of Athelstaneford Community Association AGM Held in the Village
hall on Tuesday 26th January 2016

1. Minutes of AGM Held on the 27th January 2015
These were already accepted.

2. Matters Arising -
2.1 - Chris Brace gave an update on his progress with the Athelstaneford website.
He will accept information for the website & anyone who wishes to give Chris their e-mail 
address he will use as a link to sending out information on forth coming events taking place. 
Chris also said he could set up a photo site.
Harald Vox suggested a village information leaflet could be produced.
2.2. – Cogtail Burn footpath problem – Krysia Campbell agreed to get in touch with the 
County Ranger regarding making this a safer walking route.

3. Glebe Land Report -
Chris Brace gave a progress report on the Glebe land project. 
He let the members know what they had accomplished so far and shared some of their future 
plans. 
Growing flowers & vegetables & planting 15 trees are some of the things that the group have
been progressing with.
The school have created a labyrinth. 
The group held a very successful picnic in August last year & this is an event that will be 
repeated in the future.
The next meeting will take place in the village hall on 11th February 

4. Appointment of Athelstaneford Representative on Haddington Community Council -
Both  Haig Hamilton, West Fortune Farm,  EH39 5LL  e-mail  haig@hamiltonwaste.com 
(07836259995) & Harald Vox, Main Street Athelstaneford have indicated their willingness to 
have their names put forward.
Emily Armatage will notify the Community Council secretary & they will be sent information 
on when the next C/C meeting is being held in the Council Chambers – Town House 
Haddington.

5. Scottish Garden Scheme Athelstaneford Village Open Day - 
This will take place on Sunday 4th September   
Susan Begg & Nicola Semple have taken on the role of organising this event.
The hall, the school & the church will be the recipients of any profit made.

6. Bus Shelter - 
It was noted that the bus shelter panels have been damaged.. 
As it belongs to East Lothian Council it has been reported to the appropriate department & as
yet there has been no answer to whether the repairs will be carried out by E.L. Council.
Harald Vox offered to repair the bus shelter if he was provided with the wood & perspex if E.L
Council were not willing to carry out the repairs.  He would enlist the help of some of the 
youngsters who use the bus shelter as a meeting place.

7. Combined Hall Events - 
It was reported there has been a decline in the attendance at the Pub Night events organised 
by the Parent Teacher Council. Other Village Hall users agreed that it was difficult to organise 
events which were attended by the whole village. It was felt we should support each other’s 
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events & it was suggested that the answer maybe in having more combined community type 
events.
Harald Vox agreed to play at an event organised by the Hall Committee & Kirk Session 

8. Proposed Housing on the field adjoining the manse and part of Mansefield
This land is owned by the Hamilton family from West Fortune. It is proposed that this field will
be developed for housing (about 30 houses) 
Both David & Haig Hamilton (Jr) were at the meeting to answer any questions.
The Glebe land is zoned for housing in the East Lothian Council local Plan so the capacity of 
the school, the sewage & the infrastructure were all under discussion if both the proposed 
housing projects were to be activated. 
The Church of Scotland General Trustees have agreed with the Kirk Session that the Glebe 
land can be used for a Community green space until 2018 with possible yearly renewal of the 
agreement after that.
A request was made to the Hamilton family to set up an open meeting to show their 
proposed plans to a wider audience.
They agreed to do this.

9. AOCB. -
9.1. - Russell Calder brought up the poor state of the tennis courts.
He hopes he can help to restore them which would be a benefit to many of the young 
families in the area.
9.2. – Revd Joanne Evans-Boiten thanked Susan Begg for her long spell working to have the 
new skate park which has now been installed. 

10. The date of the next AGM was set for Tuesday 31st January 2017  
 


