
 Athelstaneford Village Hall
Committee Meeting

May 13th 2015

The meeting opened at 7.30pm.

Present were Joanne Evans-Boiten, Alastair Miller, Alan Craig, Irene Pow, Sheila 
Williamson, Stephanie Duncan, Malcom Duncan, Emily Armatage, Rod Mair, John 
Reid, Chris Brace, Diana Simcock.

Apologies were received from Sir David Kinloch and Pat Robinson.

Action Points arising from the A.G.M.

 Potholes:  Emily had been in touch with Haig Hamilton who had filled the 
potholes outside the Village Hall with gravel. Diana has e-mailed him with 
thanks on behalf of the Committee.

 Paintwork and Renovations : It was decided that Alan Craig will obtain 
quotes for exterior paintwork and interior re-decoration. It was 
considered less important to agree colour schemes. These will be 
considered once the quotes had been obtained. John Reid and Alan Craig 
will enquire about the cost of replacing the carpet in the small hall with a 
utility carpet or carpet squares, and will report to the next meeting.

 Photographs : Diana has donated a frame to the Village hall in which old 
and new photographs of the Village can be displayed. The frame is stored 
in the toy cupboard.  It will eventually be fixed to the wall in the lobby.  
Village hall users’ safety must be a consideration, so toughened glass may 
be used when the frame is installed. The photographs will be printed so 
that at the next meeting committee members will be able to discuss 
arrangement of the photos within the frame. Alastair was of the opinion 
that the cost of printing would not be excessive. Emily volunteered to 
contact Peter Kerr to see whether he had any interesting old photographs.

 Query about safety on the Stage : Diana has reported the decision of the 
committee to Mimi Anderson, so that she is now aware that stair gates 
will not be provided. Diana has also signposted Mimi options for 
insurance providers. 

 Fund-raising: Possibilities for fund-raising through concerts were 
discussed (viability of concerts; selling enough tickets; how much to 
charge; whether to include food or not) There was some doubt that a jazz 
concert would be an effective way to raise money, but Harald undertook 
to explore this further and report to the next meeting.



There was discussion about how to involve younger people in using and 
managing the Village hall.

Chris suggested a consultation exercise or open event in order to find out how 
villagers wanted to use the hall.

It was noted that Pub Night was working well for the school Parents Association, 
and that the P.A. had been able to make a substantial donation to Village Hall 
funds.

Iain suggested that he should include a mention in the next school newsletter 
that the Village Hall Committee would welcome liaison with the Parents 
Association.

Action points arising from the Community Association meeting

There was no time to discuss these points. Alastair was of the opinion that it was 
outside the Village Hall Committee’s remit to discuss them.

Recruitment and Responsibilities.  

Diana will not continue in Secretary post from end of August due to other 
commitments. She informed the committee so that members could recruit 
another secretary in good time.

It was decided that the Committee should meet quarterly in future; that the 
Secretary will take minutes, arrange meetings and update the agenda for the next
meeting. The Chair will delegate responsibilities to other members of the 
Committee at meetings.

A.O.B.

 An urgent repair is required to the outside of the disabled exit. Alana will 
take this forward and liaise with Harald.

 Malcolm asked that an up-to-date list of committee members should be 
circulated with contact details.

 Chris noted that ants are currently a problem in the hall. Irene said she 
would take care of this.

 Alastair informed the meeting that the current state of funds is around 
£9,000.00.

Date of next Meeting: August 26th 2015.


