
Minutes Glebe Greenspace Open Meeting Friday 16th January 2015 

1. Apologies: Alan & Norah Craig, Avril Reid 

2. Minutes of last meeting on 07 November 2014 approved 

3. Report on progress from the Action Group: 

a) Mission statement: 

Malcolm Vickers read out the draft mission statement which will be presented for final 

approval (subject to minor changes) at the next Kirk Session on 20th January. Those present 

felt the statement expressed the consensus of the discussions held over the past few 

months and will be a useful working document as well as a requirement for grant 

applications etc.  

b) Application to the Woodland Trust: 

Jerry Simcock delighted to report that the application to the Woodland Trust for a pack of 

420 ‘wild harvest’ trees (hazel, blackthorn, dog rose etc) has been successful and the trees 

will be delivered at the beginning of March. The young trees come with protectors and 

stakes and will need to be heeled in on arrival. The initiative is part of a commemorative 

programme for the 1914-1918 war and the intention is to mark the occasion with a tree 

planting day and a suitable presentation involving the community - the Action group to 

discuss further at their next meeting on 11th February. We will be able to apply for more 

trees at a later date if required - for further information on this initiative see 

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 

 c) Design and yearly plan: 

Krysia Campbell is currently working on the design layout and has already made an 

assessment of the suitability of proposed activities in relation to the conditions/lie of the 

land. The yearly plan depends on enough volunteers signing up for the various activities 

within the overall project and it is hoped this will become clearer shortly 

d) Meeting with Ranger/school involvement/Biodiversity Officer: 

Joanne Evans-Boiten arranged a meeting at the Glebe with Sam Ranscombe, the local 

Ranger for ELC, also attended by Jerry and Kay. The council offer an advisory service with 

practical help, Sam providing useful contacts within the council and advice on various 

aspects - e.g. litter picks involving the community, particularly aiming at involving children 

and linked with ‘Keep Scotland Beautiful’ who would provide publicity material/tools. 

Iain Devereux, acting head-teacher at Athelstaneford Primary, reported to the meeting that 

the school had visited the Glebe and were excited at the prospect of the school taking part  

in the project, but time taken out of the curriculum was an issue and involvement would 

need to be realistic. The children were keen to have animals on the site and the proposal 

was to have a couple of goats whose rearing and care would be part of a learning process for 



the children. Whilst issues of security/care/funding were raised, support has been offered 

and Iain will approach the Parent Council to seek their reaction to the proposal 

Jerry has arranged a meeting with Stewart Macpherson, the Biodiversity Officer for the 

County, on Thursday 22nd January, to look at the possibilities for the Glebe in terms of flora 

and fauna. Anyone interested in joining Jerry meet at the gate to the Glebe at 10.30 am 

e) Village website: 

Chris Brace has taken over responsibility for the website and has recently added a separate 

page for the Glebe Greenspace, informing people of what the project is all about and making 

minutes of meetings available to all. Communication is very important in the success of the 

project and he invited everyone to use the website as a two-way means of communication, 

requesting any photos that could be posted on the website that would be of interest and 

report the progress of the project. The mission statement, yearly plan, design can also be 

added when finalised 

f) Resources: 

* In addition to the trees, compost, manure and polythene membrane have been sourced  

*Krysia to approach local farmer for help in clearing the brambles and making the land 

manageable 

*Whilst we have a quote for connecting water to the site (£1400 +) it was felt that water 

butts were the preferred option at this initial stage. Ruth Dewar offered to approach her 

contacts through Mary Poppins - farmers who may have unwanted containers suitable for 

water storage 

*Jerry to source wood for raised beds 

*Kay to look into funding for the project. Church of Scotland have approved £1,000 grant but 

initial costings suggest a requirement of around £5,000 - £7,000, which includes a polytunnel 

(est £2000) & labour in kind - fundraising from the village will be needed as well as grant 

monies 

Joanne thanked the Action Group for the progress made so far 

4. Other matters: 

*Dog waste an issue - whilst it was felt that people would stop abusing the land once it was 

being put to use, we need an informative way of getting people to pick up after their dogs. 

Agreed that we should approach the council (Action Group) for a bin and possibly signs - 

Lorna Mortis offered to make up signs if the council unable to help 

*Planning Permission likely to be needed for putting up a polytunnel /shed/other structures 

- Alastair Macrae to contact council to make a start 



*Public Liability Insurance - Mary Miller has checked the church’s policy and we are covered 

for P/L at present - however, any contractors would need to have their own insurance for 

machinery etc. Mary will check on the issue of animals as raised above 

5. Volunteers for activities:  

Those present were then asked to sign up to the different proposals/tasks that have come 

out of prior consultation: 

 Tree planting, hedge gapping  Manure/compost digging 

 Raised beds for fruit/veg  Polytunnel construction 

 Wetland    Wildflower meadow 

 Pumpkin patch    Chicken coop 

 Other ideas e.g. bee keeping 

Action Group will organise working parties, beginning with manure/compost and tree 

planting/hedge gapping, likely to be within the next couple of months 

6. Date of next open meeting: 

 Friday 20th March from 7pm - 7.45pm Athelstaneford Village Hall (TBC) 

  

 

 

   

 


