
Athelstaneford Parish Hall 

Constitution 

As amended 6 November 1980 and 30 October 2018 

 

TRUST PROPERTY 

 

FIRST The ground on which the Hall has been erected was gifted by Sir 
David Kinloch of Gilmerton, East Lothian, Baronet, as a site for 

the erection of a hall to be used as a meeting place and to serve 
the needs of the residenters in Athelstaneford and the surrounding 

district and also for the benefit generally of the Community of the 
Parish of Athelstaneford. 

SECOND By means of subscriptions and donations a sum of money 

sufficient for the erection of a hall was obtained. The Hall was 
erected and opened for general use in November, nineteen 

hundred and twenty-nine.  The building consists of a large hall, 
two porches which are used as cloakrooms, a small kitchen and 
two lavatories. There is an area of ground surrounding the hall 

which was also gifted by Sir David Kinloch, Baronet. 

THIRD The ground and buildings thereon and such other property as the 

Committee (as hereinafter defined) may determine, shall be 
vested in not less than three trustees of whom two shall be the 
Minister and Headteacher of Athelstaneford, ex officio, or if either 

or both offices cease to exist the holders of offices having some 
connection with Athelstaneford as the Committee may designate. 

The number of trustees shall not exceed five, and the Committee 
shall fill vacancies in the minimum number by appointment or if 
the Committee fails to do so for a period of three months the 

trustees shall have power to assume new trustees to fill 
vacancies.  Such persons as are trustees by virtue of this 

paragraph are hereinafter called “the trustees". 

OBJECTS CLAUSE 

FOURTH The said ground and buildings and other property ("the trust 

property") are dedicated and shall be held by us and our 
successors as Trustees in all time coming for the purposes of a 

village hall for the use of the inhabitants of Athelstaneford and 
environs without distinction of political, religious or other opinions, 
including use for meetings, lectures and classes,- and for other 

forms of recreation and leisure time occupation, with the object of 
improving the conditions of life for the said inhabitants.  



RESTRICTION ON AMENDMENTS OF TRUST PARAGRAPHS  

FIFTH Apart from variations in the qualifying offices of ex officio 

trustees or in the number of trustees, none of the provisions 
of paragraphs 3 or 4 may be amended, altered or varied in 

any way.  

MANAGEMENT 

SIXTH The hall and ground shall be managed by a Committee of 

fourteen, either male or female. The members of Committee 
shall be over the age of eighteen and shall be resident in the 

Parish of Athelstaneford. Five members shall be a quorum. 
Of the fourteen members of Committee two members, the 
Minister and the Headteacher of the Parish of Athelstaneford 

shall, ex officio, be permanent members. The Minister of the 
Parish shall, if present, be Chairman of all meetings of 

Committee. Four members of Committee shall retire annually 
as aforementioned. In the event of a vacancy occurring 
during any year the remaining members of Committee shall 

have power to co-opt a new member. The trustees and 
Committee members shall only hold and manage any 

interest in the hall and trust property as trustees for the trust 
purposes and receive no pecuniary or other interest or 
benefit  either collectively or as individuals. 

SEVENTH The Committee shall elect from its own number a Secretary 
and Treasurer. Both offices may, however, be held by the 

same person  

EIGHTH Meetings of Committee shall be held as and when required 
during the year, called by the Secretary on the instructions 

of, or in conjunction with, the Chairman.   

NINTH A General Meeting open to residenters in the Parish of 

Athelstaneford shall be held in January annually for the 
conduct of public business. At this meeting the Minister, 
whom failing the Headteacher of the Parish of Athelstaneford 

shall preside. In the event of neither the Minister nor the 
Headteacher being present the meeting shall elect one of  

their number to act as Chairman. Such meetings shall be 
called by the Secretary by advertisement. At this meeting the 
election of office bearers shall take place. Four members of 

Committee shall retire annually, but shall be eligible for re-
election. 

TENTH At all meetings the Chairman shall have a casting as well as 
a deliberative vote, the casting vote to be exercised only if 
and when occasion calls for it.  

ELEVENTH The Committee shall have under its direction and control the 
whole conduct and management of the Hall and the 

surrounding ground, but may delegate to Sub-Committees as 
occasion may require.  



TWELFTH The whole capital funds shall be invested in Trust 
Securities in the names of the Minister and Secretary for 

the time being as Trustees. The Committee shall also have 
power to borrow monies as may from time to time be 

necessary for the purpose of the Hall, and at such rates of 
interest as may be deemed expedient and to give security 
in support of any such borrowings, and the indebtedness of 

the Club there for shall be sufficiently vouched by the 
acknowledgement of Two of the Trustees and the 

Treasurer for the time being, or otherwise as the 
Committee shall direct. 

THIRTEENTH The Committee shall be entitled to collect and receive 

monies from the let of the hall and also to receive gifts in 
kind and in cash. Paragraph 6 and subsequent paragraphs 

of this Constitution may be altered or added to at any time 
by a General Meeting called by advertisement, i n which 
advertisement notice of the proposed alteration must be 

given.  

FOURTEENTH At the General Meeting the accounts for the year to the 

previous 31st December shall be submitted for approval 
and adoption.  

FIFTEENTH The Secretary shall have the custody of all documents 

relating, to the hall and ground. He shall keep minutes of all 
meetings and shall call all meetings of Committee by 

circular. He shall prepare under instruction of the 
Committee the Annual Report and conduct all 
correspondence in connection with the Hall.  

SIXTEENTH The Treasurer shall receive all monies on behalf of the 
Committee from the let of the Hall or from donations or 

subscriptions. He shall keep a regular account of all 
monies received and of all payments made.  

SEVENTEENTH All monies shall be deposited in an account with a Bank 

authorised to do business in the United Kingdom. Authority 
to open and close bank accounts and to instruct banks to 

accept authorisation of individuals to manage these 
accounts will rest with the Treasurer and the Trustees for 
the time being. The Committee shall authorise at least 

three individuals who are Committee Members or Trustees 
and one of whom shall be the Treasurer from whom any 

two will be required to authorise Orders on the Bank 
account, which can include orders made by cheque, 
standing order, Direct Debit or by electronic means. 



EIGHTEENTH All accounts before being paid shall be passed by the 
Committee. The Treasurer shall prepare a Statement of 

Accounts to 31st December annually which shall be 
submitted for examination by the Committee of 

management and presented to the Annual Meeting for 
approval and adoption in January annually.   

NINETEENTH The Hall is a Charity registered with the Office of the 

Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR), charity number 
SC012709.  In the event of the hall ceasing to exist or the 

trust winding up or otherwise coming to an end any assets 
remaining or proceeds arising shall not be disposed of 
except to another charity or charities with similar local 

purposes and also registered with OSCR or its successor. 

 

APPROVED at a Special General Meeting held on 30 October 2018 


