
 

 

Athelstaneford Parish Hall Committee 
(Scottish Charity No SC012709) 

 
Minute of meeting held in the Hall on Monday 12 March 2018 at 7.30 pm 
 
Present 
 
Committee members:- Chris Brace, Malcolm and Stephanie Duncan, Pat 
Robinson, Irene Pow, Haig Hamilton, Jane Brand, Russell Calder, Harald 
Vox, Sarah Morgan, Alastair Miller, John Reid 
 
Also:- Alan Craig (Trustee), Johanna Allan (Refurbishment sub-committee), 
Sandy Ford (Architect). 
 
Apologies 
 
Joanne Evans-Boiten, Rod Mair, Krysia Campbell 
 
Purpose 
 
To receive a report on the work of the refurbishment sub-committee and 
approve the next steps. 
 
1 – Sub-committee report 
 
CB introduced Sandy Ford and asked him to explain his proposals.  SF 
distributed a plan of the proposed revised layout (copy attached).  The main 
features are:- 
 

a) No change to the existing footprint. 
b) Close off SW doors, replace with windows, and use vestibule as main 

storage area for tables/chairs – remove path and steps. 
c) Upgrade path to SE door to provide wheelchair access 
d) Create new fire exit at NW corner of Main Hall. 
e) Remove stage and create opening to small Hall with folding doors and 

store cupboards either side. 
f) Reverse the kitchen and toilets – thus allowing access to toilets from 

both halls without interference 
g) Open out SE vestibule area by incorporating old toilet room, and 

remove store cupboard from SE corner of small Hall. 
h) Create store cupboards along entire W wall of Main Hall. 
i) Replace current ceiling with proper plasterboard to permit inclusion of 

insulation.  Anything more elaborate would be too expensive 
 
He also commented that:- 
 

i. Planning permission would be required only in respect of the changes 
to doors (and – maybe – changing the colour of the exterior 
woodwork), but building warrants would be necessary for the interior 
works. 



 

 

ii. As the bathroom fittings were quite recent and in good condition these 
could probably be re-used. 

iii. While a full catering standard kitchen would be desirable, this would be 
inordinately expensive and way beyond our means, but he reckoned 
that a stainless steel work surface over standard kitchen unit 
frames/doors would be feasible. 

iv. There had been a suggestion that there should be a “mini-kitchen in a 
cupboard” in the small Hall to allow for independent provision of light 
refreshments – as access would not be possible to the kitchen if the 
Main Hall was in use, but it was felt more important to have a cupboard 
with sink for the cleaner leaving refreshments to be dealt with by “a 
trolley and kettle”. 

 
JB commented that no provision had been made for “media” at this stage as 
there were unlikely to be sufficient funds for this initially. 
 
Various thoughts were expressed about blocking off the SW door.  Should this 
be replaced by windows, or left as (dummy) doors to preserve symmetry? 
 
2 – Timescale 
 
Ideally the work involved would best be done over the summer months; but 
because of the constraints of outside funding (see below) the aim was to do 
the work in the early part of 2019.  SM pointed out that the school has a legal 
obligation to provide 2 hours PE per week for all pupils and that this would 
cause problems; but she was aware that in similar circumstances in Dirleton, 
ELC had bussed pupils to North Berwick for PE and something similar might 
be arranged. 
 
3 – Funding 
 
CB explained that 4 possible sources of funding had been identified and 
which he was pursuing, all with differing requirements.  We would be looking 
for c£50K from 2-3 sources. 
LEADER – they have almost used up all their funds but there remained a 
small possibility that some could become available if application is made 
quickly. 
EL Community Development Fund - application must be in by early April. 
Viridor – we can apply any time but it requires a third party to make a 10% 
payment to Viridor. 
Garfield Weston- They require application by end June, but application must 
include full planning permission which could take upwards of 10 weeks to 
obtain. 
 
He also mentioned that some of these providers only provide funds on 
completion so we might be faced with having to borrow to fund work in 
progress. 
 
4 – Consultation 
 



 

 

Because of the urgency to proceed with a planning application, it was 
proposed (and agreed) that a consultation event should be put in place for 
Monday 19 March in the Hall.  This would take place from 4.00 to 7.00 pm.  
All of the village would be leafleted, CB will also post a notice on the village 
website and copy that to all email addresses he has.  AM agreed to email his 
contact list which includes virtually all recent users (whose opinions are 
particularly important). 
 
It was also agreed that the plans plus comment forms would be left on display 
in the Hall for the whole of the week to enable any users to view and 
comment. 
 
SM agreed also to make the changes known to parents at parents’ evenings 
at the school during the week. 
 
5 – Conclusion 
 
After discussion, the committee approved the outline plan, subject to any 
matters raised in the consultation, and assuming there were none of 
significance, agreed that SF should push on with seeking the necessary 
planning permissions. 
 
6 – AOB 
 
SM mentioned that school equipment stored in the Hall seems to be 
disappearing (mostly balls and similar). 
 
She also asked if there were any objections to storing the new table tennis 
table she had recently emailed the Committee about in place of the old one, in 
the vestibule to the SW door.  Apart from asking her to ensure that it did not 
block the exit, this was agreed. 
 
  



 

 

 
 


